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James Muscarello
James Muscarello (illustrator) Born in Chicago in 1970, James had a love for illustration at a young age.  He spent most of his free time with his trusty Crayola crayons, coloring in coloring books and drawing his favorite super-heroes.  On thru his high school years, James excelled in the visual arts.  His passion for movies and drawing led him to the character-animation department at California Institute of the Arts, which he attended from 1990 to 1993.  At the time, James was interested in the art of storyboarding for films and theme park attractions.  He landed several freelance jobs at various companies including Warner Bros. enterprises, but found that freelance work was scarce and largely unsatisfying.  James decided to recharge his creative batteries and fine tune his skills as an artist.  He attended life drawing and painting classes at El Camino College. To make ends meet, James also worked as a full time clerk at a local bookstore.  It was here that James became increasingly interested in children's books and their wonderful illustrations.  Through a mutual friend, author Eric Drachman contacted James to create illustrations for the children's book Leo the Lightning Bug.  James now lives in Lomita with his wife, Kiara, and continues to support himself as a sculptor and toy designer.  He is very enthusiastic about the future of Kidwick Books and a third collaboration with author/publisher Eric Drachman.

