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Eric Drachman
Eric Drachman (author/publisher/recording engineer/vocal talent)  likes to describe his work with Kidwick Books as "writing, directing and producing children's picture books."  His Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from Tufts University and Masters in Acting from California Institute of the Arts serve him well in this newfound and well-fitting career.  Every element of writing and producing a picture book for kids needs to be about telling a story.  The most obvious way is as a writer, but as a director – directing the illustrators in their "performances", and directing the vocal talent in the recording sessions and working with the musical talent, picking sound effects and even choosing fonts with the graphic designer are all about telling the story.

Eric's involvement with picture books started with the audio recordings.  He was in a book store, in search of a holiday gift for his niece and nephew, when he landed on a book that he began to read aloud.  But how could he use his talent as a performer to make a special gift for the kids?  He recorded his reading of the book – complete with funny voices and animal sounds.  These early books on tape became a tradition and he soon upped the ante by recording the kids' voices and adding sound effects and page turns as well.  Many people wanted to buy Eric's recordings, but without audio rights, he couldn't sell them, so he decided to write his own.  A little research into the publishing business and he decided that he'd also take on the responsibility of publishing him the way he wanted.  Luckily, this first prototype, Leo the Lightning Bug, was a hit and Kidwick Books was launched. 

